Chinese Vocabulary

i ()

beautiful, pretty

Li (mé&ili)

Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
a (Measure word for birds and some animals) - breath blowing out of the
7N Zhi mouth
=B [ownership or attribution] of De pictophonetic
~ |7 [past tense marker] Le picture of baby wrapped in
o ’ﬁ] [plural marker] Men pictophonetic. person suggests
o ﬁ [question sufﬁx] MG picture of silk strands
e adore Re-ai hot love
L = 7, == 1 1 : , NETRS pictophonetic. heart suggests
& (ZTH) affection, feeling, passion. (love)  Qing (aiging)
e : N picture of right hand which
X dgdin, also You is used again and again
RS air, atmosphere Koneqi “sky (empty) gas
A = f= . . , . N o
= (K™ - weather) |air, breath, spirit, energy (& mndica) Qi (tian qi) theige{f;siﬁagdffggrg&‘g}
(sky air)
(. é\ au’ WhOle Quén bring in jade to keep it whole
N E ancient Gu ten mouths
R %D and Hé radicals: grain & mouth
= and, with. to; to give Yi {uis ii) Séj;ftiiﬁfga spoon holding
N art (paintings, sculpture, etc.) Yishil “art technique”
* 7[( art (skill, technique, method) (& radical) ghy) pictophonetic
s art (talent, skill) yi pictophonetic
jt 2 7& art, fine arts (activity of drawing, painting)  \[&ishil “beautiful technique”
A II'I:I‘II article Pil’l ggfg;ilgs meant many
- % article (Measure word for long, thin objects) TléO pictophonetic. tree suggests
e E[IZ Asia, Asian; SGCOIld Yé picture of a clan temple
R at, in [present action marker] 73 D pnonetie - carth suggests
= %}—\h\‘ baked, COOked Shl/l {U. iS U.} pictophonetic. fire suggests
Bl 4—@ (/r/v radical) bamboo (& radical) 7hid {u is ll} picture of bamboo stalks
d NN N © e pictophonetic - water
h//:} bath Yu {u 1S ll} suggests meaning
f L be able to; group; understand Hui radicals: man on a cloud

pictophonetic - traditional
form shows deer to suggest
meaning (pretty pretty)



Picture of circle on flagpole

Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
Tm > TS : V. Vs person decorated by ram s
% ( ;’ét HH) beaUtlfUI, pretty Mei (melll) horns (pretty pretty)
m A because; reason Yin big in enclosure
Q jJ—A( %%@ bel ge HUIhéSé gray brown color
T N . SN - gap in door with sunlight
8] (:Z[E]) between; (n) room (between) Jian (zhT jian) between (of between)
m j( blg ( & radical) Dé person with arms spread wide
B2 s bird (& radical) Nido picture of a bird
w 4 H birthday Sheneri birth day
° 2 bitter, laborious (& radical) X1n picture of tool for
tattooing slaves
Qu 7 H . : iad —- Ancient glyph was a person
A= (BB ) [ - Japanese] | black, dark; evil, sinister Hei [Kuro - Japanese] wip faoe bickonsd by
fire. Color of bad luck.
Ju JL v "4 v 1l i lant
> & (H %) blossom, flower, earlobe (ear) Dud (Erdud) (t;)gf;f growing on a plan
Q e , VRS radicals: grass, dot, dish.
Ay (J':ln/{@) blue Lan (L&HSC) Color of trust
- boat (& radical) 7hou picture of a boat
AEL . v ict f b and d
e ﬁ bone (& radlcal) Gu Igllgsﬁre (@) Oones and remove
1 ~ ~ . : — — Vv picture of a mark written by a
H(FA) book; calligraphy (book) Shai (shiibén) D sl (book ongin)
rf ;BIZ branch thg 7hi radicals: tree, ten, right hand
b
o0 HH bright, clear, next, to understand Ming sun and moon
@ %ﬁ% (%%@) brown <with s&> (most used, but interchangeable He (HéSé) <OR hé> Isalilc‘:gtgo;}gsnetic. Clothes
with 15); by itself - coarse woolen cloth, dark, dull '
Q T}:T_{ (;l;;jl-?@) bI'OWIl; Palm tree Z(_mg (Z(_)IlgSé) pictophonetic. Tree suggests.
b : N © e picture of hand holding
= brush (radical) Yu {uis i) pitur
5 ;I\]‘: busy Méng (heart radical) pictophonetic
e é—g‘ buy M gll radicals: second over head
7 =78 24K [Japanese] calligraphy paper (half-sized) [Shodo hanshi] calligraphy (the way of
writing) half paper
7 2= (trad form of %) |calligraphy, book, to write Shi brush writing words
v FEAH camera Xiangxiang picture picture
10 m‘ can able to be Ké pictophonetic. mouth suggests
b
; gg Carelessly clocio straw straw

center, middle, China (& radical)

Zhong



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
f = h : N p . radicals: child under roof
I T :
. character (written), word Zi (ér zi) otymology wnclear
o == : : Yo picture of baby with
% () L% SOIl) Chlld’ SOm, seed (& radlcal) (ZZI (f rzl) £fix) outstretched arms (son word)
i - also a noun suffix
p3 ER China 5 4 middle kingdom
ongguo
e Y : N . ictophonetic. water suggests
I Chinese (language or people) Han (named for a river) = " 5
@ Y Chinese language Zhongwén middle (China) language
T R (FE AR circumference, week (anniversary) Zhou (Zhou Nidn) grli)g(jga“y’ planted fields in
= -~ ] : < “apl h loth i
([ - radical)  |city Shi o Place where cloth is
7 = lear : .y traditional: pictophonetic.
=2 clear, evident Xiin loaf Sugaeety
- cliff, slope, factory (& radical) Ching picture of a cliff
Q) /JEEP ClOCk Zh(’)ng pictophonetic. gold suggests
l — . : ’ - e picture of clouds (radicals
~ cloud (n); say, speak (v) (& radical) Ydn {u is i) Do Ouer privale)
A . .
¥ color (bright color) Cii gather hair
¢ color, hue; form; beauty Se what one hopes for
r ;l% come Lai picture of wheat plant
tH gl compassion Aixin love heart
J VA Considered untranslatable. B2 - in Chinese (YOu
A Uapaélese] A PROFOUND, MYSTERIOUS SENSE OF THE BEAUTY [Yugen] xudn), is 2 words simply
one wor OF THE UNIVERSE that triggers a deep emotional response J found t it
(often tranquility) that no words can ever fully express. meaning protound tranquitity.
¥ - pictograph of a very small mountain. (a distant place of The. ‘]apanese borrowed these
peace and tranquility) kanji to express their more
% - pictograph of tiny (silk thread) in the figurative sense of complex concept of Yugen.
hard to see or discern with the symbol of a cover on top of it.
(mysterious, profound)
i X ﬂL correct DU.i radicals: right hand & thumb
= )z SHSNN NS o v pictophonetic. radicals: rice,
éﬁ (%ﬁ%ﬁ) count, to enumerate {#{—%% to count (diminutive)} Shu woman, knock
D country, kingdom Gud proud gem
(0] }E‘ C Ourtyard Tl,ng pictophonetic. shelter suggests
o cover (radical) Mi picture of a cover
S & radical o icture of ox head
cow (& radical) Niud picture of ox hea
111 : N
7N crowd [as adj. - many] Zhong many people
Adq 7[%: (7[%:¥) cup, glaSS (Measure word for things that come in glass) B&j. (bélZl) “not Water”
- curved down left character stroke  Wap pictophonetic



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
v EIE= cute, adorable K&’ ai able to be loved
’ . dagger, ladle B picture of spoon
u '% dark, black Wi picture of a crow
p E[ (see j\(lza Taiyang) day; Sun (usually in compound words) (& radical) Ri picture of sun
L = PN daytime Biitian bright sky
~ %‘ d e ath, to dl e S\ll Eggs;n kneeling over dead
T S AL d : - =

Fo Ao ense, eerie, ghastly SEnsén many trees
) direction; square (adj.) (& radical) Fang picture of knife handle
o I dish (& radical) Min picture of a dish
D Np— : . : e v i h ic. walk

e distant, remote; by far (intensifier)  Yyudn (uis . a pronounced o] TP onorcr WK SUEEESLS
" ] door, gate (& radical) Mén picture of a gate
" [ door, gate (radical) Mén picture of a gate
A I doorway, gate Ménkdu “gate opening”
R~ dot, dot character stroke Diin pictophonetic
° F down, under, go down (& radical) xj3 pointing below marker
i 15 downward right concave character stroke N3 pictophonetic. hand suggests
Ir *y;k dream Méng radicals: forest & evening
£ :E||: (:|: 5‘3 ) drought Han ( gﬁnhén) sun over dry (dry

drought)

€ =i ik : 2 -z i ic. fi .

}: (:F }: 7l<) dry, arid 740 (ganzao) ?éigog}rl;)netlc fire suggests
I3 q: ( q: J:E‘T% ) dry, arid ( & radical) Gan (ge'lnzéo) picture of weapon (dry dry)
= < < : z — 1z radicals: small over earth

b R dust, dirt Chén  (huichén) (gray-cust dirt)
=R dust, dirt huichén gray dirt

H E; 71—[%) ear < & radical) EI' (EI’ du 6) picture of ear (ear blossom)
. earth, dust, clay (& radical) T picture of a mound on the
™ \ — — “east direction”’

%F\‘ ﬁ East Dongfang 7K - sun rising behind tree
T ;‘F\‘ East ( & radical ) Dﬁng radicals: one & small

AWAN eight (& radical) Ba [hachi - Japanese]
" H electricity (& radical ) Dian trad. - stormy clouds

with lightning below



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
A [ enclosure, erect, proud (& radical) W picture of box
Fr : : N . A tree with mark pointing
x end, final, last (& radical) Mo {o like aw) i roe with mark o8
LN enter (& radical) Ri picture of arrow point
7 VI enthusiasm Reéxin hot heart
RN entrance RikSu enter mouth
. b v N " H 1
B 2 1) ephemeral, short-lived Duinzan de ey temporartly
P it eternity, forever Ydngyuin by far forever
bk eternity, forever, always (& radical) Ygng perpetually flowing stream
every M&i pictophonetic
9% every day M¢é&i tian every sky
AN everyone Rén Rén two people
YA excitement; prosper, rise i hands lifting something
7N P P Xlng together
YSH exit ChikSu “go out of opening”
=E= : N Vv oe— ict f it
H (IEHE) eye (& radical) (eye, eyeball) M1l (yinjing) picture of an eye (now on it
ES £ — v e pictophonetic. eye suggests.
EF (IRIE) eye, eyeball Jing (yinjing) pieopne
3 v v e pictophonetic. eye suggests.
R (IRF) eye, small hole Yin (yinjing) pictophol
} . - -
A face Lian {a pronounced like ¢} plCtOphOHthC
’ i} face (radical) Mian picture of a face
oz fall in love with Ai shang “love upon”
— . . autumn sky. picture: season
ikai’ $J< fau’ autumn Qlu when crop fields are
burned”
" OKE family Jidting “home garden”
KA family members, household Jiarén “home people”
5 he he < - NEPEN heart radical) pictophonetic
e (5 4) fast (happy) Kuai (kuaile) e S
B2 picture of 2 feathers (feather

P CHE)
Nk

feather (& radical)

Feng Shui <wind water>

fervent, to heat up

field, farm

field, farm (& radical)

Yu {uis i} (yuméao)

Féngshui
Re
Tianjian

Tian

hair)

Arranging one s space to
achieve harmony

pictophonetic. fire suggests

between fields

picture of field



Cong

Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
K K (... radical) fire Hud picture of flames
=1 first, chief, head (& radical) Shdu picture of a head
T E first, suddenly (& radical) 7hi overlapping garments
° H first; shell (& radical) Jid picture of chest armor
~ ﬁl fish (& radical) Y {u is U} pictographic of fish
Bl five (& radical) Wi [go - Japanese]
£E :j% ﬂame’ inflammation Yén {a pronounced like e} 2 pictures of flames
IR flames YAN {a pronounced like e} 3 Pictures of flames
‘/\j ﬂash Shén person peeking through door
V 1t GtJL) FFqe)  |flower (tlower + diminutive suffix) Hua (hua er) (ka@ihua) Pictophonetic - 1 grass
(open + ﬂOW@I‘) suggests meaning
h J foot, leg [as adverb - enough] (& radical) 73 picture of foot and calf of leg
T FRAK forest Senlin many trees
T AR forest (usually #&#f), dark Sen (Senlin) many trees
rr 77[<7[T<7F7[W§ [Japanese phrase] | Forest Bath [Shinrin ’ yokul] C;fgf%giggé H[éz‘:lﬁgy]u in
ev ek forest fire Shan hud “mountain fire”
/g four (& radical) Si [yon - Japanese]
T E frame, box Kuang “wooden great box”
00 : b Originally 2 strings of
Hﬂ friend Peng shells. Now two moons.
h _II%:Q::E fI'Og QTH ow 3 (green frog)
~ + ==t _ — —_ i h ic. i
@:ﬁ: ( H ﬂj:) frog wWa (an gwa) 1(3;;213 fC;th;C insect suggests
1l M from one man follows another

rA

BOOKE)

()

{:T:} (@@) (% radical)

fruit (& radical)

garden
glass, mirror
go

go out, exit (& radical)

gold <metal>; gold color

GuO (shuigud)
YUan {u is ii. a pronounced e}
Jing

Qu {uis i}

Chll {u is ii} (chukou)

Jin (JInse)

field on a tree (water fruit)

pictophonetic - enclosure
suggests

“gold at last”

picture of person leaving
home (£ private space)

sprout coming out of
container. The traditional
character doesn” t look like 2
mountains. (exit mouth)

various objects (arrowheads,
axe, ingots) made of metal



Hanzi

Definition

Pinyin

Comments

B2

B2

ng

ef

mmm

Xy

I ({R4F - very good)

S

e
1=K

\,
Pz

NI

A}

0> (] radical)
{R%T

LN
=

=
NENCENED,
K (KN - family)

good

grain (& radical)
graphite

grass radical

grass, straw

gray, ash
greatly, significantly

green

green (usually), blue (of sky); (root meaning:
color of nature)

hair, wool, feathers (& radical)
hair (radical )

half

half-baked xuan

hand

handicraft

Hanzi

happiness, good fortune
happiness, like, love
happy

happy (& radical)
have

head

heart

hello

high, tall, expensive

hole, cave

Hao (hén hdo)

Hut (Huise)
Dada
Li (Liise)

Qing

Ban

Bansha xuan
Shou

Shou gong
Hanzi

Fd (Xingfu)
Xi

Gaoxing

Le (kuaile)

Gao
Dong

home; family (when combined with other characters) J13 (J 13 rén)

“woman with child”

picture of top-heavy grain
stalk

ink rock
picture of grass

pictophonetic - ™ suggest
meaning. [cao is vulgar]

radicals: left, fire. Color of
humbleness

great great

pictophonetic. Silk suggests.
radicals: silk, snow, water.
Color for clean

radicals: grass, dot, dish.
Color of trust

picture of a feather

picture of hair

originally: bank between
fields

half baked xuan - half sized
Xuan paper

picture of a hand

hand work

Chinese character

radicals: pray, one, mouth,
field (lucky good fortune)

picture (archaic) of beating
a drum & laughing

high eagerness

musical instrument on a stand
(fast happy)

hand holding meat
pictophonetic
pictographic

“you good”
picture of tall building

pictophonetic. water suggests

“pigs under roof
pictophonetic



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
RS hook, hook on character stroke Gou pictophonetic. gold suggests
T M horizontal character stroke Héng pictophonetic. tree suggests
5 5 host, master, main (& radical Y . picture of lamp with
EE ’ ’ ( ) Zhu {u 1S u} flame on top
PVIN:T) hour Xidoshi small time
1 };A house on cliff (radical) Yin (a pronounced like o] picture of a house on cliff
XYZ {ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ% How are YOU? N‘l’ héO ma you gOOd is it
, v . pictophonetic: — suggests
P E hundred Bal meaning [hyaku - Japanese]
bR husband Zhangfa husband husband
1 _ 1 — N one over big OR hairpin in
K (LR - husband) |husband, adult male (& radical) Fg (zhang fu) e O B T &)
y / x hand holding a spear
Wo
Y IRE R I love you. WS ai ni I love you
»HH in vain Baibai white white
A H in, inside, village, mile (& radical) 713y where there are fields
and land for living
E ﬂ: in, to, on ( & radical) Yi {u is u} picture of breath exhaling
- TJ“ inch, thumb (& radical) Cin hand with indicator mark
1 /I\ individual, Single (& radical) (measure word) Gé picture of single bamboo
" [ &= - Japanese] |ink MO [Sumi - Japanese] black dust
adt SEL 4 ink (black ink inti : A i ical -
’ %:“Q/ZX\ [Japanese] % c(ari1 Cmégn) i?leiinvsl?lin combined with other [Sumi-¢] 2 - in Chinese, a fadlcal .
- not a word. % - “painted,
kanji but usually black ink when alone to paint " in Chinese
ww K ES[H] [Japanese] ink wash painting [Suibokuga] Name for sumi-e
borrowed from China
KB ink wash painting Shuimohui water ink painting
>~ == instrument, deViCG Qi dog guarding several vessels
©ong is it (interrogative particle) ma pictophonetic: mouth
suggests meaning
PR is, yes Shi “speak straight”
’ v it Ta radicals: roof & dagger
- ’ftF‘ 1teM (Measure word for events, things, clothes) Jian person dividing a cow
a 1 ] N . e picture of string of jade
:—E Jade’ (rareIY) (& r adlcal) Yu {u 1S U} pieces. Not derived from T
pr i “origin (source) of the

H 7N [Japanese word]

Japan

[Nihon (or Nippon)]

sun



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
Yy
pr i E{ z[_( Chinese word Japan Ribén Sl;‘r?’{igin (source) of the
1 — : — — v pictophonetic (joyous
Xj/_( (XJ/_,\_‘E“) Joyous, hap by Huan (huanXI) happiness)
9 kine (& radical 2 picture of axe (symbol of
T g ( ) Wang Dowen
’ 7] (1] radical) knife (& radical) Dio picture of a knife
1 ] y A N ’ N , 1 1
j i knowledge, to know (to know pictophonetic. speech
A (IJKL Y, & ( ) Shi (renshi) suggests (know know)
:7 : N4 A\
FE4E kozogami (Japanese Mulberry paper) Chi zhi Mulberry paper
ek landscape ShanShui water mountains
e > : : , picture of tattooed chest
language, arts, script (& radical) Wén Fiatios - formor moaning)
b : . dicals: gold, tabl h
/"E)[}l lead {chemlstry} Qlan radicals: gola, table, mout
5 : _ N originally: many voices in
I}l_‘ leaf, thage’ (rar61Y) page Ye harmony; now: borrowed
as “leaf” (phonetic)
H Z‘E left ZU6 Zict:(t)gge of left hand holding
H 7'—~ left (radical) ZU.é picture of left hand
i left-slanting downward character stroke pja pictophonetic. hand suggests
A level, flat; peaceful (& radical) Ping picture of a level scale
A lid (radical) téu picture of a lid
v A life, raw, birth, to exist (& radical) Sheng sprout from the earth
Ny — A lifetime Yi sheng one life
pp % light, brilliant, shine Gue‘tng fire shining above man
VAL lightning Shindian electricity flash
L -:‘: . v _ i‘l.k . 9’
=0 like Xihuan e Jovous
vy line, mark, trace Wén silk script
f  JEZ [in Japanese] |literally - Chinese character [kanji] [Kanji in Japanese]
7 : ~ picture of person with long
‘L/( (% - trad.) long (& radlcal) Chang hair and walking stick
3 }%%% % % long roll (scroll) calligraphy & painting paper Chén gjuén shiihua zhi traditional characters
(K&
1 — ] : N N pictophonetic. Radicals: claw,
/734 (%‘\ - arChalC) 1OV6’ to IOVG, hke OOVG Il.) Al (Alqlng) cover, left, right hand. Trad.
ey character included “heart”
(%'lf n.) (love feeling)
o) :‘:I% lucky good fortune Xing radicals: earth over eight

over dry



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
AA 9‘% male, man Nén field over plOW
(strength)
N % many Duo “night (after) night”
b A, maple Feng tree wind
POt rnt maple leaf Fengye maple leaf
‘] N . P P 13 . . ’9
R & Milky Way galaxy Yinhé silver river system
7 = = oo ; “v NIRS show reveal device; clear
MIZZIN monitor (fOI' ComPUter) XlanShlql demonstrate instrument
= | moon, month (& radical) Yue {uis i) picture of moon
; : . : v Y sun at the beginning
B (HFH L) morning, early; long ago (morning) 730 (z#oshang) (omine s am)
tt :T_:[::f: moun d YE/[O picture of 3 mounds of earth
t E ( B radical) mounc} (& rac}’ical) (5 on left of cParacEer Fu Etiecggre of hill with many
means mound ; on right means  city.
¢ mountain (& radical) Shan Picture of mountains
)’Jﬁ mountain mist Lan radicals: mountain, air
5 ] mouth (& radical) Kdu picture of open mouth
koo Zr mysterious, profound, black XUAN {u is . a pronounced ¢} | i1y under lid
=2 — : , , N associative: what is needed to
2 (45 name, reputation (name word) Ming (mingzi) el somoone in the dak.
radicals: evening & mouth
ppPp N N s self & like this. We are like
g % nature’ natural eran this by ourselves.
pﬂj E.ZE nebula XTngylin star cloud
2 Hﬁ mght, evening (7 - 10 pm) Wén pictophonetic. sun suggests
= 5 Hight, evening, sunset, (5-7 pm) (& radical) X7 gggﬁe of early evening half
Y L ine (& radical) 3 ku - J
nine radica Jiu u - Japanese
TR no (not is OR not yes) Bishi not is
7R noon (& radical) Wi picture of a pestle
T dbH North Béifang north direction
q ] N a seed putting roots into
N not (& radical) Bl e,
r : N - A tree with many leaves.
VN not yet (& radical) Wei Originally - abundant.
~ sz N pictophonetic. radicals: rice,
é& number Shu woman, knock
° HHH obvious, to understand Mingbdi clear and bright

of, it (between) {modifier marker}

Zhi (zh1 jian)

foot above line



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
= ﬂé@ Oh' Al a S! Al pictophonetic. mouth suggests
v old Lio man leaning on a cane
T E‘% Old, ancient Gulio ancient old
— ONe, & (& radical) (in speaking number list, Y1 [ichi - Japanese]
replaced with Z-yao to avoid misunderstanding)
E /II\I only, jUSt, but 7hi air blowing out of mouth
S‘K open up, StI‘GtCh; (measure word for flat or Zhﬁng pictophonetic. bow suggests
rectangular objects)
e AL : . .. cew W , (tortoise) shell & (animal)
EEN= Y4 oracle bone script (st Chinese writing)  jij oti wén e
were carved in shell or bone
to tell the future.
Q S S : - - N pictophonetic- tree suggests
)Ejz (%@) orange (COIOI', tree & frult) Cheng (Chengse) meaning. color-good fortune
s ez, OrChid Lén pictophonetic. grass suggests
AL A N picture of kneeling person
% order, command Ling D O ot
LR N origin, source, this, r00t (book) (& Bén a tree with mark pointing
radical) Measure Word for books & magazines. to roots
51 : N f o .
H oor 71 page, leaf of a book (& radical) Yo originally: head of
person; later: page
a N : . _ water + [tree over join over
‘(%g palnt? var nlSh Ql water (liquid) - resin] = paint,
varnish
TOmsE paintbrush, brush Huibi paint brush
adtu . : . : N Pictophonetic. Before
I\ P
éz (Chlnese) p alnted’ to p amnt Hui paper, painting was on silk.
adtu Tt i : Pictophonetic. Before
AN P
A%Z [J apanese] painting (from kaIl_] 1 for Sﬂk) [E] paper, painting was on silk.
RRTT= painting utensil Huaju paint tool
a’ =g —_— aintine. drawin N brush painting a field
= (trad. form of [H|) |P &> g Hua
a —_— —_— a1ty : : : N < N field on a canvas [In
@[ (é'/iz\@l) pamtlng, drawmg, to palnt, pamt Hua hulhua) Japanese, used only in
compound words.] (paint a
painting)
X/z pair, double (Measure word for “a pair of” ) Shuﬁng 2 3L (right hands)
) %_, palace, temple Gﬁng radicals: roof mouth mouth
7 v pictophonetic
4% (AK- trad.) paper Zhi “in the silk family”
q . . .
aper mulberry; (infrequent) paper Y is i pictophonetic - tree
T pap y; (infrequent) paper Chu {u is ii} aasests meaning
F — - . blic gard
N park GOngyuan {uis i. a pubIe seen
pronounced e}
17

if8

past, yesterday

11

/

Zu0

pictophonetic
Sun suggests meaning.



Hanzi

Definition

Pinyin

Comments

Vvf

1]

£ (H%)

A (f or A as radical)
e A

Btz

H

el ()

z

i
N
o~

T

0t

>P\_
7/

s
fr ()
/]

/ (radical)
W 2

> Im

E

o

NN

pen, writing brush, pencil (pencil)

person (K A - adult)
photograph, photo
picture frame

picture, portrait

pink

plum

plum

plum blossom

plum tree

point, sharp

pool, puddle

powder; pink <with sé>
power, force (& radical)
private, I, self
profound tranquility
prosperous

public, equitable

purple

quiet, secluded, tranquil
radiant, crystal

radical (character)

rain (& radical)

raw xuan

real, true, fact
reason, logic, truth

recepticle (& radical )

recognize, know (to know)

12

Bi (gianbi)

Rén

Zhaopian

Jingkuang

Xiang

Fénhong (Fénhongse)
Li

Méi

M¢éihua

Lizi shu

Jian

Wang

Fén (Fénse)

Li

St

You xuan (2 words)
Chang

GOng

Z1 (Zise)

You

Jing

Bu shou, Bu shou Zi
Yu {uis i} (yutian)
Shéng xuan

Shi

Li

Qidn {a pronounced like ¢}

Reén (reénshi)

bamboo + hair (lead pen)

picture of person with 2 legs

shine film

“glass frame’

looking at a tree

red powder

tree with child under it

pictophonetic - tree
suggests meaning

plum flower

plum tree

small on top of big

pictophonetic: water

pictophonetic: rice suggests
meaning. 43 fén knife - sound

picture of a plow (which
requires strength)

picture of silk cocoon
[Yugen in Japanese]

Sun Oover Sun

associative compound

pictophonetic: silk suggest
meaning. color of immortality

radicals: small, mountain

3 suns

“chief unit”

drops of water falling from
clouds under sky (rain sky)

raw xuan
pictographic - someone
with house and money

pictophonetic - “king”
suggests meaning

picture of a tray

radicals: speech & man
(know know)



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
Q : , , N radicals: silk, work. Color
ANGAR) red, revolutionary Hoéng (Héngse) oy
- L& : 1 1 . : N v N pictophonetic. primary radical
% ( ;i gj) (rrffgceﬁggon, mirror, warning; to view Jian (fanshe) Tgold (send out opposite)
3} reflection; to reflect Finshe send out opposite
~ IE[ return, go back Hui Originally, picture of a swirl
9
T }K I'iCG ( & radical) M\ll picture of scattered rice grains
7 KA rice paper (for food, not drawing) M zhj rice paper
7 E/EE rice paper (Xuan paper) Xuanzhi {u is ii. a pronounced e} Xuan paper
—y . . . .
T = rich, abundant (& radical s 51 ofi) picture of tree with
$ ($ EEI) ’ < ) F cng (fengfu) abundant leaves
(abundantly wealthy)
- = = rich. wealth N - N wine in a house
a ($ EE{) ’ J Fu (fengfu) (abundantly wealthy)
= right (vs. left) You Left hand with mouth
e X right hand (radical) Ybu picture of right hand
° JL river (large) Jiang water work
0 J Il s : : . P ¥ rarely used by itself;
G CGIRDY river (water radical on left) Hé (hélid) et e heam)
° I river, plain (& radical ) 3 picture of a river
uan
7 % T OH, rolled; (%%—% - SCI'OH) Juan {u is ii. a pronounced like €} pictophonetic. seal suggests
v~ roof (radical) Midn picture of roof
LB — i honetic - tree
root pictophonetic
7FE Geén suggests meaning
v 2 pictophonetic. silk suggests
é% rope Sheng (see & & 1)
D o rule, principle, law F3 radicals: water, earth,
private
te :RI: sacred, holy Shéng radicals: right hand & earth
Voo (R E) safe, tranquil; to install (safe, safety) Ap (anquén) ruticale: roof over woman
nd KT sailor Shili shéu water hand
) IﬁJ same, with Tél’lg all speaking with same voice
- sand Sha small water
- sand Sha small stone
@ IR ORtR) scarlet red; naked Chi (Chise) person on fire
T

scholar, gentleman (& radical)

sculpture

13

Shi

Diaosu

picture of an axe

“carved shape”



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
Yy
K =, [ seal (radical); [2 at bottom of character  Xjan picture of kneeling person
R seal stamp (Chinese for hanko) Yinjian “seal reflection”
- seal, stamp (Chinese for inkan) Yin person pressing down
bhle) % see, look Ké\lll pictophonetic. eye suggests
w2 H (traditional) see, look (& radical) Jian eye over child
pPh) . . : .\ “person (child) with a big
T, (simplified) see, look, meet (& radical) Jian ey (in traditionl
character)

. N icture of to point t
ppp g self, fI'Ol’Il (prep) Zl g;ce;lélef)o a nose (to point to
i == N radicals: ten over second

=k sell Mai over head
1 seven (& radical) Qi [nana - Japanese]
. }?2 sha dOW, image, D 1 ctur e r eﬂ e Cti on Ying pictophonetic. bristle suggests
= ZE sheep (& radical) Yéng picture of a sheep
v )ﬂl— sheet, piece’ film ( & radical > Plén picture of half piece of wood
bhl) .- : N - Picture of a shell - used as
JI_\I (E trad1t1onal) Sheu’ money < & radical > Bei money in ancient China
v " shine, reflect, take (a photograph) 7hao pictophonetic. fire suggests
= ppJ L : 2 pictophonetic. radicals: boat,
[} Shlp Chuan son, mouth
7 ﬁ ShOW, demonstrate Shi picture of sacrificial altar
7~ e : N N N pictophonetic. mouth suggests.
ﬂﬂ (nl _\4) Slgh TaIl (tanql) (breathe a sigh)
v 2}% silk Chéu pictophonetic: silk suggests
Y (%9 silk ST (silk threads)
v . . .. - :
A silk (radical: traditional form of Z) SI Z (tiny) over /] (small)
Y wgy silk, silk cloth sich6u silk silk
@ S silver <metal> Béiyin bright silver
Q1 AEE ( %E @) silver <Ineta1>; SﬂVer COlOf an (ansé) pictophonetic. Gold suggests.
It AR sit 700 radicals: man & ground
VAN six (& radical) Liu [roku - Japanese]
mr j(/J \ size Daxido large small
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Definition

Pinyin

Comments

A

K (RZ%)
1%

% (small thread rad)

/N

EIE;? (=L also snow radical)

JL

Ui (Ui )
ESPN

R
£ss

H
N (B5AT)
uh (B53T)

B

sky, air, empty (sky, heaven)

sky, heaven, day (& radical)
slow

slowly (& radical)

small, tiny ( Z silk radical)
small, young (& radical)

snow (& radical)
son, child (& radical)

sound, voice (& radical)

source, origin, original
South

speak, say

spring (season)

spring, fountain

springtime

sprout (radical)

stand (& radical) (stand, stand up)

stand (stand, stand up)

star, satellite

stone, rock (& radical)

stop; only (adv.) (& radical)
storm

straight, correct (& radical)
strange, wonderful

stream, flow (water radical on left) (river)

string, to string together (& radical)

summer; summertime

Sun
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Kong (tiankong)

Tian (tiankOng)
Man

Ran

Yao

Xido

Xué {u is ii}

Er (er - diminutive suffix)
Yin

YUuan (uis i.. a pronounced e}
Nangfang

Shud (shudhua)
Chuntian

Qudn {u is {i. a pronounced like e}
Chin

Che

Li (zhanli)

Zhan (zhanli)

Xing

Shi

Zhi

Féngbao

Zheng

Qi

Lid (hélin)

Chuan

Xiatian

Yang

pictophonetic. cave
suggests meaning (sky

sky)

line points to space above
person (sky sky)

(heart radical) pictophonetic

archaic radical meant
“hairy

(2 rolls of silk)

(Something divided into
pieces by a tool)

rain & snow radicals

In trad. character: picture of
baby with ossification not closed.

word with something
in mouth

a spring under a cliff

south direction

pictophonetic. Speech
suggests (speak words)

springtime sky

pure (white) water

“when plants grow with
sun

picture of a sprout

a man standing on the ground
(stand stand)

pictophonetic. stand suggests

pictophonetic
Sun suggests meaning.

picture of a stone beneath a
cliff

picture of a foot

violent wind

picture of feet marching into
town

associative

dragged by water (river
stream)

two objects strung on rod
summertime sky. picture of

person s head and feet

pictophonetic. radicals: sun,
mound.



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
p . <. . (X3 bR
j\(]ga sun (most frequent choice for sun) Taiyang {00 sun
T HH sunrise Ri chii sun comes out
pe i sunset Gan sun emptied
Y surface, face Mian picture of a face
> H sweet Gan mouth with something
n 1t
Q % S tan , R yellow brown color
T T Huanghese
ik PAE p person harvesting leaves
AN tea Cha (grass) from a plant (tree)
! Eﬁi% telephone Dianhui electric speech
» ten (& radical) Shi [Juu - Japanese]
1 ;t ten feet; husband < & radical > Zhﬁng picture of a hand with a ruler
A N N N pictophonetic. speech suggests
W GEHED thanks, to thank (thanks) Xie
X ‘6 .
that N city ’gf the bearded
HE Na people
B = VAR5 The Eight Principles of Yong Yongzi ba fi Yong character cight rules
N AN : : _ open mouth above something
&5 this, now (& radical ) Jin open mouth abov
1€ 1 s = ) one over a person
? thousand < & radical ) Qlan. {a pronounced like e} [sen - Japar?es el
A= three (& radical) San [san - Japanese]
N é% through Hng pictophonetic
ppp : : . , pictophonetic, fire suggests.
IN thus, like this, yes; however Rin Originally “to burn”
4 ) . . . -
HEEN) time, period, season Shi pictophonetic - sun
suggests meaning
SRS ST to feel happy Kaixin “open heart”
Y T to open, to start (& radical) Kai gggr two hands opening a
P : — o e Picture of mouth. Mark points
E[ or E] to say (& radlcal) Yué {u 1S U} to source of speech. Infrequent
in modern Chinese usage.
N AR today, now Jintian This sky
17 g 18
o R tOmMorrow Mingtian next sky
m oK too (& radical) Tai emphasized bigness
c H. : N « e two hands raising a tripod
H tool (& radical) u {uis i)
0 i top, above, go up, go to Shang line above the ground
o towel, scarf (& radical) Jin picture of towel hanging
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from rack



Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
Y
A F Toyota (brand 50 otid “rich field”
Y engtian
) & train Hudché “fire vehicle”
= treasure, precious Bio jade under lid
F t N ictophonetic - tree
g rce pictop
*Xj‘ Shu suggests meaning
& -+ tree trunk; oppose, offend Gan picture of weapon
. - - < i f e ith
rf 7N (see 7]:;@) tree; (usually meaning) wood (& radical) My g‘rﬁgﬁeg a tree wit
. )
true, real - adapted from pictograph
- Zhen of delicacy
]1 = t . . N ¢ T n’ rd”
rust, believe; letter a person s wo
/fm Xin is to be believed
i EEE truth 7henli real truth
. two {used in counting} (& radical) Fr [ni - Japanese]
W two, two of, both of {with Lidng
measure words - use P, not .}
v =L unit, part Bl pictophonetic - city (on
right) suggests meaning
g EFIEEI upward character stroke Tf pictophonetic. hand suggests
0 H use ( & radical) y (\)ng picture of a bell
* 7. (. traditional) vehicle, car (& radical) Che pictographic - cart
TR vertical character stroke Shil pictophonetic. stand suggests
N7
R very Hén pictophonetic. step
suggests meaning
H 3 N NUIE T originally, antler of a buck
% (%jj ) V101ent BaO (baOh) (violent power)
\ == : £ “walk with a straight
virtue walk w g
= De heart
= virtue (radical) Dé “straight heart”
" 3 (_or & radical) |walk, run (& radical) 73u feet on the ground
d 7J( ( ? ra dical) water (& radical) Shui picture of flowing water
QKR watercolor Shuicii water color
2 way, path; way of virtue DAa0; Daodé jing man walking on a road
/ Laozi (Lao Tzu)
7 EH week Xingqi “star period”
RENiYs] West Xifang “west direction”
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Hanzi Definition Pinyin Comments
R west, western (& radical) X7 picture of nest where
bird returns when sun
sets in west
we B (H ) white, bright, pure (& radical) (white colon) B4i  (bdise) color of mourning
a };A wide ( & radical) Guéng picture of a house on cliff
" X wind (& radical) Feng pictophonetic in
traditional form
— AR % winter; wintertime Dongtian wintertime sky.
& E (almost always as a radical) WiSh, hope for, desire, be close to (& radical) B E_l, ba d kneeing ﬁgure
-~ 4L (Z A\ - woman) |woman, female (& radical) Nii (i rén) picture of seated woman
(22 )L - daughter) |(female person) (female child) (nll ér)
~ iy (sl .. pictophonetic. woman
ZZ/ (Hﬁ/ ) Wonderful MlaO suggests (wonderful
wonderful)
S 7 woods, forest Lin two trees
] T . . ictophonetic - mouth
= ( b radlcal) WOI'd, Sp eech Yan {a pronounced like e} Eﬁ;g;tso I;Eelgninr;lou
a N N2y N - N pictophonetic Speech suggests
T/% (15@1%) WOTdS, to talk (speak) Hua (shuohua) (speak words) Radicals: 1000
mouths speaking
g I WOI'k ( & radical) G(_)ng picture of carpenter s square
LT A worker Gongrén person working
TP Xi’an (city in China) X1’ an peaccful west
i — .. . . — ictophonetic. roof t
=N Xuan (Xuancheng region in China); proclaim Xuan {u is ii. a pronounced e} ﬁgaili)ngnoeflgalgoc% (Soufgﬁfs s
Yuancheng region)
pil ]:{EI (l}%) yang, positive principle of yin/yang, male Yéﬂg sunny side of hill
m R () year (& radical) (anniversary)  Nidn (Zhou Nidn) o [ Sirmie te hrves
pronounced like e}
¢ B year of the snake (& radical) Si picture of a snake
Q
ellow 4 4 N color of good luck
E (E é) y Huang (Huangse) pictophonetic. Field suggests.
TOHER yesterday 7ubtian past sky
n m (l-ﬁ/ﬂz\.) YiIl, negative principle of yin/yang, feminine, Y1n pictophonetic. Place suggests
moon
y v v small & man radicals.
/f/;]—\' (/ N T CI')) you N1 etymology unclear
= Zero Ling pictophonetic
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